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divination was also protected and the books of the magi-
cians spared, and the Emperor's interest in the occult has
been exaggerated till he has seemed a mere dupe of the
magicians and the foe of all culture. Yet he was a man
of immense energy and of brilliant gifts—a strong and
purposeful iconoclast, who believed that the feudal system
and its literature hung together, and must go together.
China owes to him the realization of her ideal of unified -
statehood. And the Han who succeeded him owe him a
magnificent lead. Timid by comparison, they carried on
his work—and recovered the Classics, which could not be
destroyed while scholars lived.
The chief thinker of the First Empire was Han Fei,
a pupil of the great pragmatist Hsun-tse, who died about
the time that his other pupil Li Sze became Prime Minis-
ter, or perhaps some years earlier.
As we have seen, Hsun-tse attacked the sceptical and
fatalistic school, and urged that man had been overlooked
in the deification of nature. The Tao, he thought, is not
the way of heaven but of man: man can and must seize
the helm, and control nature to his ends.
The proper study of mankind is man—not speculative
theories and argumentation. Men need authoritative
government; the wise ruler 'establishes authority over the
people, guides them by truths, constantly reminds them
by ordinances, brings truth home to them by exposition,
and forbids delinquencies by penalties.'
Han Fei—a Prince of Han—is a strangely modern
figure, and like Socrates, had to drink the poison sent
him by the State. His old fellow-student Li Sze could
hardly criticize him for being in advance of his age, and
for criticizing old theories and ideals, for he was himself
an iconoclast and a pragmatist. He was perhaps jealous
of Han Fei, a legaHst who insisted that men must be
governed by law, not by moralization, and that all men
are equal before the law. This of course brought bitter
opposition from the privileged classes—especially from
i who have been too often in China above the law,

